‘Moses Fuchs a Prominent Capitalist of Baker City, Preparing to
Patent a Group of Claims in the-Great Copper Gamp-;-
Reports Eastern Oregon Mines Prosperous.

.

¢ Moses Fuchs, a prominent capitalist
of Baker City arrived in the
* city yesterday afternoon from
,the eastern Oregon metropolis and is
a guest of the Idanha. Mr. Fuchs and
a syndicate of Baker mining men are
- owners of a group of promising claims
In the Seven Devils district, and his visit
‘here is for the purpose of consulting
with the local United States land of-
fice officials, relative to i survey of the
claims preparatory towards securing a
patent. He is not a strang>r in Bolse,
and for the past 12 years has been 2a
-frequent visitor at the capital city.
‘- About a year ago Mr. Fuchs discov-
ered a flow of hot water on some of his
* property situated in the suberbs of Bak-
er, and its discovery resulted in the
_erection of a natatorium at the grounds.
‘The bullding, while not an Imposing
structure, and would stand little com-
parison with our own *“Naz,” was hailed
with joy by the residents of the webfoot
* clty and the receipts for the past season
was enormous. Mr. Fuchs says the
plunge will be enlarged next season, and
other improvements requiring an ex-
penditure of $10,000 are also under con-
* sideration,

“Eastern Oregon mines are prosper-
'ous,” sald the capitalist, ** and we look
for an unusally active seasan next
“spring.

“Baker county, the center of the min-
erel belt, was never more prosperous
than it is today. The Virtue and Flag-
_staff mines, eight miles from Baker,
which have been closed down for several
years have reopened, and today are em-
ploying about 200 men. At the Virtue,
Arthur Buckbee, well known in Bolse,
is in charge of the property and is open-
Ing up the abandoned mine with en-
couraging results. He brings to Baker
monthly, about as large a clean-up as
-any mine in the district. This, mind
you, Is from the same mine that the
knowing ones insisted was worked out.

.

“At the Flagstaff, an almost similar
condition exists. This mine was sold to
a French syndicate some years ago for
'$120,000. The property was equipped
with a 10-stamp mill and hoist and op-
ened up to a depth of 300 feet. The for-
elgn owners sent an alleged mining ex-
pert to examine the property and he
turned it down. About six months ago
J. A. Mitchell, a local promoter took an
option on the property, and placed it
with a Boston and New Yor'c syncicate.
Inside of 30 ways after the option was
taken the mine was pumped out and a
force of men started on development
work. Their work has been under the
direction of an experienced mining en-
gineer with the result that the day I
left Baker, frelght teams were convey-
ing 10 additional stamps for the mill,
and an 80-ton cyanide plant. The ore in
the lower workings has changed from
free milling to a cyanlde proposition
and the later equipment is to handle
that ore, For two months General Mana-

ger Thornton has hean bring-
ing in a good sized brick
from the mill clean-up, and

while the value Is not made public, I
am reliably informed that the amount
saved each month is suflicient to pay
a force of 75 men and all expenses of
operatlon.

“But while we believe we have one of
the best undeveloped mining distrlcts in
the west, our mining men are not over-
looking the possibilities of the Seven
Devils district. There is a camp that
has a future, but of course, its wealth
will only be known by development.
In my opinion, mines are made, they
are never found. The best mine in the
world may prove a fallure from poor
management. The sclence of mining to-
day s economy of operation and Intel-
ligent development.”

Mr. Fuchs expects to remain in Bolse
several days before returning to his
home at Baker.




