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Rev. Dr. Julius Mark Dies at 78;
Former Temple Emanu-El Rabbi

By PETER B. FLINT

The Rev. Dr. Julius Mark, a longtime
national leader of Reform Judaism and
retired senior rabbi of Temple Emanu-El,
the largest Jewish congregation in the
world, died early yesterday at his Park
Avenue home after a long illness. He was
78 years old.

Rabbi Mark, who had been a dynamic
leader in scores of religious, educational,
civic and philanthropic groups, retired as
senior rabbi of the temple, at Fifth Ave-
nue and 65th Street, in 1968 after 20
years as its spiritual leader and was
named rabbi emeritus. He suffered a
stroke several years ago.

A mandedicated to the liberal tradition,
he received many awards and tributes
for his efforts toward international and
interracial peace, justice and brother-
hood.

A tall broad-shouldered man who was
a commanding presence in public and
who was gentle in private counseling,
Rabbi Mark shaped his career on the
basic Biblical precepts of faith in himself,
faith in his fellow humans, faith in the
Lord and in the command “to do iustly,*

“love mercy and walk humbly with God.”™ |

Rabbi Ronald B. Sobel, the present
senior rabbi of Congregation Emanu-El, |
extolled Rabbi Mark yesterday as “a
giant in his time, a passionate lover of
justice” who “taught that a love for Ged
tan never be separated from a love for
humanity.”

He served two terms as president of
the Synagogue Council of America, the
national coordinating agency of the rab-
binical-and congregational bodies of Re-
form, Conservative and Orthodox Juda-
ism.

A native of Cincinnati, he attended
public schools and graduated from the
University of Cincinnati and was or-
dained after graduation from the Hebrew
Union College there.

His first two pulpits were at Temple
Beth El in South Bend, Ind., from 1922
to 1926, and the Vine Street Temple in
Nashville, from 1926 to 1948.

He was then called to Temple Emanu-
El, which under Rabbi Mark, grew from
1,300 families in 1948 to more than 3,200
families and which numbers many promi-
ent New Yorkers among its congregants.

Introduced Late Friday Service

Among his many innovations were
adult education programs and a late
Friday service at 8:30 P.M. in addition
to the worship at 5:15 P.M.

Because of a sharp increase in the com-
gregation’s Sabbath school enrollment, a
$4 million school building was construct-
ed in 1963 adjacent to the temple. The
six-story structure has a nursery school,
27 classrooms for religious instruction
and an auditorium accommodating 1,000
people.

The project, which included renovation
of the Temple Community House at 1
East 65th Street, was the first major
physical improvement since the 117-year-
old congregation moved to its presenmt
site in 1930. At the time, Rabbi Mark
characterized the major renovation as *‘an
act of faith at a time ‘of peril, tension
-and fear when men need faith.”
~ Congregation Emanu-El was consoll-
dated with Temple Beth-El in 1927. The
basilica-style limestone synagogue, built
in 1929, is a city landmark.

Stressed Inward Growth

Commenting on the future of Reform
Judaism, Rabbi Mark once observed that
the sucess of the movement would depend
‘“not upon the magnificent edifices it
erects or the great numbers it attracts to
its fold but upon the extent of'its inward
spiritual growth.”

. The individual criterion, he said, is:
“Does Reform Judaism enable me to walk
through life with dignity and self-respect,
proud to hand down my beliefs to my
children?”

- Soon after the Japanese attacked Pearl
Harbor in 1941, the rabbi offered his
services to. both the Army and the Navy.
He was accepted by both, but decided on
the Navy, in which he served as a chap-
lain for three and a half years.

He served the last two years of World
War II in the Far East, becoming Jewisa
chaplain to the Pacific Fleet and rising
to the rank of lieutenant commander on
the staff of Flest Adm. Chester W. Nimitz.
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Nuring the war, Rahbi Mark wrote
more than 10,000 letters to relatives of
st.VICLilen and servicewomen, both Jew-
ish and non-Jewish, whom he had met,
reassuring those at home that their loved
ones were fine.

Rabbi Mark Iectured often in cities
around the country and also spoke on
radio and television. His travels abroad
included many visits to Israel.

From 1949 to 1963, he was visiting
professor of homiletics and practical
theology at the New York School of the
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of
Religion. N ‘

A Guidepost to' Understanding

In a 1957 interview, he acknowledged
his love for teaching as well as preaching.
His pulpit was not only a sounding board
for his own views and a source of in-
spiration to members of the congrega-
tion, but also a guidepost to under-
standing. o . :

His sermons typically weighed both
sides of an issue. He spoke eloquently
against intolerance in all forms and held
the view that religious education should
continue into adulthood.

Rabbi Mark taught adult classes at
Temple Emanu-El. In interfaith coopera-
tion he put precept into practice in co-
operating with East Side churches in a
program to curb juvenile delinquency.

He said he had “no quarrel” with those
who differ, but he believed that “libera-
lism in religion and life in general is
most satisfying to modern man.”

Five colleges and universities awarded
Rabbi Mark honorary doctorates in law,
divinity, humanities, sacred theology and
humane letters.

In addition, he received the Human Re-
lations Award of the Methodist Church in
1963, the Gold Medallion for Courageous
Leadership of the National Conference of
Christians and Jews in 1966, the Clergy-
man of the Year award in 1969 from Re-
ligious Heritage of America and was
awarded plaques by the Israel Bond or-
ganization “in recognition of devoted sup-
port of Israel” in 1967, 1968 and 1970.

Among his many posts through the
years were life trustee of the Federation
of Jewish Philanthropies, membership on!
the executive committee of the United,
States Commission for U.N.E.S.C.0., on,
the board of the National Conference of
Christians and Jews, on the Eas board
of the Anti-Defamétion . Lédgte, on the
governing board of the World Union for
Progressive Judaism, honorary vice chair-
man of the Lighthouse for the Blind, hon-
orary president of the American Jewish

‘Encyclopedia Society and member of the

Council on Foreign Relations. -

His books included ‘‘Behaviorism and
Religion,” “The Rabbi Faces Some Big
Dilemmas,” “The Art of Preaching” and
“Reaching for the Moon.”

He leaves his wife, the former Margaret
Baer; a son, Dr. James B. D. Mark, an
associate professor of surgery at the
Stanford - University School of Medicine;
a daughter, Peggy Heller; four sisters,
and eight grandchildren.

The funeral will be held Sunday at
2 PM. at Temple Emanu-El, and burial
will follow at Salem Fields Cemetery in
Brooklyn. .
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